
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Import / Export 

Alberta has two interties, one with BC (rated capacity of 1,000 MW for export and 
1,200 MW for import) and the other with Saskatchewan (rated capacity of 150 
MW for both export and import). The actual operating capability of these interties 
is currently constrained by the limitations of transmission infrastructure within 
Alberta.  

Alberta’s Transmission Regulation mandates the AESO to restore the capacity of 
the existing interties to their rated capability. Our recent Long-term Transmission 
System Plan identifies future projects that achieve this requirement. 

New interties are also called for under Alberta’s Provincial Energy Strategy as 
additional renewable generation is expected, which is typically variable in output. 
Stronger interties enable excess wind energy to flow out of province during windy 
periods and energy to be imported during calm periods. 

Interties increase diversity of supply and demand. Supply diversity is due to 
mixes of generation in different areas (for example, BC’s supply is predominantly 
from hydro, Alberta’s is predominantly thermal). Other conditions may affect 
generation in different areas (for instance, the wind may be blowing in one area 
and not in another, or unit outages may occur at different times in different 
areas).  Demand diversity also exists but is not as pronounced.   

RELEVANT FACTS 
 

• Alberta has no interties with the USA although a 300 MW intertie with Montana 
has been proposed by an independent or merchant transmission company. 
Although regulatory approvals for the project have been received by the 
proponent construction of the line has not been initiated. 

• Power flows in both directions on interties – typically flowing out of Alberta 
during periods of low demand (at night) and into Alberta during high demand 
periods.   

• For the last 6 years, Alberta has been a net importer of power. 

• Alberta’s export of power has typically been about 1% of the power produced 
in Alberta. Imports have typically been about 2%. 
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